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preface

The preservation of the religious and moral heritage of Muslims is impor-
tant as well as complex. To impart Islamic education to children and to
enable them to grow as Muslims in modern society offers a great challenge
to us. A fundamentally important facet in this context is Islamic didactic
material. It gives me pleasure to say that the book ‘MY FAITH, ISLAM’ rep-
resents a positive attempt to address this challenge.

For a long time, the need has been felt for an augmentation of the current
Islamic studies programs. An innitiative was undertaken to address this
need. The outcome is ‘MY FAITH, ISLAM’. It is a comprehensive set of text-
books on Islamic Studies embracing the full school career of Muslim chil-
dren. The books have been specially graded to enable children from grade
one through to grade twelve to relate to the text in a manner that suits their
particular academic level.

This text is designed to be both practical and interesting. | hope that the
users will find the variety of topics, exercises and extracts do, in fact, fulfil
that aim. An effort has been made to present the matter in a methodical and
readable manner and all major Islamic topics pertinent to Muslim children
have been included. The text has been presented in lesson format and |
have used language which is simple and a style which is appealing to
young minds. | have attempted to narrate the facts in such a way that there
is a moral lesson for the learners in each section and through every lesson
| attempt to motivate the learner to imbibe the spirit of Islam and transform
it into practical living.

Although care has been taken to cover aspects as thoroughly as possible,
constructive and clear criticism would be appreciated to improve the mate-
rial. In the preparation of these books consideration was given to the limit-
ed time teachers have in preparing lessons. However, teachers should still
make use of any extra material they have appropriate to the standard and
lesson.

| do not claim this material to be the best, but it is the product of very sin-
cere and laborious efforts. How far | have succeeded in my attempt is for
the users to judge.

Books do provide a basis for education and it is the teachers who make
them really useful and meaningful. Books on their own can do no miracle
for young people unless they are properly geared to use them. | hope the
Islamic teachers will remain conscious of this.

Although my aim has primarily been to fascilitate the instruction of teach-
ers and the assimilation of children | hope it will benefit parents too. | will
deem my efforts well rewarded if it inspires young Muslims to under stand
and practice Islam passionately.

May Allah accept my humble effort and make it a source of my salvation in
the Hereafter. Amin.

Mawlana Feizel Chothia
Ramadan 1426 AH / October 2005 CE
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Introduction

The first and most crucial obligation upon a Muslim is to m
acquire knowledge. This is so because correct knowledge

must come before correct action. The opposite is also true: that par-
tial or false knowledge could, and does, lead to wrong or disastrous
conduct. It is impossible for a Muslim to live according to the require-
ments of Islam and at the same time live in a state of ignorance and
barbarity.

Our attitude, as Muslims, to knowledge is an important part of our
worldview. How well we understand and fulfil our role as human
beings will depend on the type of knowledge we acquire, the sources
we depend on and the ways in which we gain knowledge, and the
purposes for which we use our knowledge.

Knowledge is connected in Islam with worship. The acquiring of
knowledge is worship, reading the Qur’an and pondering upon it is
worship, travelling to gain knowledge is worship. The practice of
knowledge is connected with ethics and morality - with promoting
virtue and combatting vice, enjoining right and forbidding wrong.

Knowledge is to be pursued and practiced with modesty and humili-
ty and leads to beauty and dignity, freedom and justice. The main pur-
pose of acquiring knowledge is to bring us closer to Allah. It is not
simply for the gratification of the mind or the senses. It is not knowl-
edge for its own sake or science for its own sake. Knowledge accord-
ingly must be linked with values and goals.

One of the purpose of acquiring knowledge is to gain the good of this
world, not to destroy it through wastage, arrogance and shameless-
ness in the reckless pursuit of higher standards of material comfort.
Another purpose of knowledge is to spread freedom and dignity, truth
and justice. It is not to gain power and dominance for its own sake.
The Qur’an is our most important link with reality. A Muslim must
therefore acquire a knowledge of the Qur’an and its essential guid-
ance. A Muslim needs to have a knowledge of the Sunnah of the
Sacred Prophet Muhammad [s]. This is because his Sunnah is the
practical method or path for implementing Islam. The Sunnah
includes what the noble Prophet [s] said, what he did and what he
agreed to. From the Qur’an and the Sunnah a Muslim needs to have
a knowledge of the Shari‘ah or the Islamic Moral and Legal System
which regulates man’s actions. A Muslim needs to know the purpos-
es of the Shari‘ah and how it categorises life’s transactions, that is,
what is lawful (halal) and what is unlawful (haram) and the principles
and values that govern each.

Islamic knowledge is the only authentic way to come nearer and clos-
er to the Creator. It informs us of Him, of His attributes, of how He
rules over the cosmos and history, of how He relates Himself to us,
and how we should relate to Him, to ourselves and to our fellowmen,
and to every other being.

It is also important to remember that the search for knowledge is a
life-long process and does not end with the receiving of a certificate.
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The Maker and Sustainer of the world, the m
Creator of and Provider of man, the Active Force

and Effective Power in nature are all one and the same, and
that is Allah (ie.God in Arabic). The Supreme Master of the
whole world and the Creator of everything is Allah. Because
of His absolute Greatness and transcendance and Him being
so very different from other beings, man can know Him only
through reflection and meditation. He exists at all times, and
His great power is in action everywhere in the world. Belief in
AllahHis great power alone is the only way to true knowledge
and spiritual insight, the right path to good behavior and
sound morals, and the surest guide to happiness and pros-
perity. Once man believes that Allah exists he must know His
attributes and names. Generally speaking every perfection
and absolute goodness belong to Him, and no defect or
wrong applies to Him. In specific terms,one should know and
believe that Allah is only One, having no partner or son, He is
the Merciful and the Compassionate, the Creator, the
Knowing and Aware, the Loving and the Provider, the
Generous and the Benevolent, the Forgiving and
Appreciative, the Protector and the Judge

Allah is High and Supreme, but He is ever near to the pious
and thoughtful. He answers their prayers and helps them. He
loves the people who love Him and forgives their sins. He
bestows upon them peace and happiness, knowledge and
success, lite and protection. He welcomes all those who want
to be at peace with Him and never rejects any of them. He
teaches man to be good, to do the right and to keep away
from the wrong. Because He is so Good and Loving, He rec-
ommends and accepts only the good and right things. The
door of His mercy is always open to any who sincerely seek
His support and” protection.

The Love of Allah for His creatures is immense and beyond
human imagination. WWe cannot measure or count His favors.
He creates us and takes good care of us, not only from the
time of our birth, but even before that, and long after death
too. He makes us in the best form of creation and gives us all
the senses and faculties that we need for our growth. He
helps us when we cannot help ourselves, and provides for us
and for our dependents. He creates in man the mind to
understand, the soul and conscience to be good and right-
eous, the feelings and sentiments to be kind and humane.

By His mercy we gain true knowledge and see the real light.
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He creates things that are of service to us in this life, and gives
man dignity and intelligence, honor and respect, because
man is the best of all created things and is Allah’s viceroy on
earth. The mercy of Allah gives us hope and peace, courage
and confidence. It enables us to remedy our griefs and sor-
rows, to overcome our difficulties and obtain success and
happiness. Indeed, the mercy of Allah relieves the distressed,
cheers the afflicted, consoles the sick, strengthens the des-
perate, and comforts the needy. In short, the mercy of Allah is
active everywhere all the time in every aspect of our lives.
Some people may fail to recognize it only because they take
it for granted. But it is real and we can feel it with our hearts
and appreciate it with our minds.

In return for all these great favors and kindness Allah does not
need anything from us, because He is the Self-Sufficient and
the Independent. He does not ask us to pay Him back, for we
cannot reward Him or reciprocate His immeasurable favors
and mercy. What He commands us to do, however, is only to
be good, to be thankful and appreciative, to follow His rec-
ommendations and enforce His Law, to be the proper mani-
festation of His goodness and excellent attributes, to be His
honest agents and true representatives on earth.

He does not wish to enslave us, because He is the One Who
grants us dignity and honor. He does not wish to subjugate
us, because He is the One Who emancipates us from fear
and superstitions. He does not desire to humiliate us because
He is the One Who creates us and exalts our ranks above all
other beings. So whatever rules and prescriptions He passes
unto us are designed for our own benefit and good. They are
meant to help us to enjoy our lives with one another in peace
and kindness, in brotherhood and cooperation. They are des-
tined to make us attain His most pleasant company and
adopt the surest approach to eternal happiness.

There are various ways to know Allah, and there are many
things to tell about Him. The great wonders and impressive
marvels of the world are like open books in which we can
read about Allah. Besides, Allah Himself comes to our aid
through the many Messengers and revelations He has sent
down to man. These Messengers and revelations tell us
everything we need to know about Allah. So by reflecting on
nature, by hearing the words of the messengers, and by
reading the divine revelations we can gain the most convinc-
ing knowledge about Allah and find the Straight Path to Him.
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lesson 1

- learn that Allah is one having no partners, Eternal and
Absolute

- understand that had there been more than one god
there would have been chaos

- recognise that remembering Allah by declaring His
Oneness is a great form of worship

Allah’
- appreciate that just as Allah is greater than all His cre-
ation, so too is His holy name and His holy words

%nm
a““\\:&'

LESSON OVERVIEW m
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Allah E
ERSE Allah is one.
BT Allah has no partners.

Allah has no parents.

Allah has no children.

There is none like Him.

Vocabulary | There is no god except Allah.

partner
eternal

ndependant | All@N Is eternal.
vgglrizf;ig Allah is independant.
Allah is in no need of us.
We are in need of Allah.
We worship Allah.
We believe in Allah.

THE ONE

There There  .vveeieennen,
IS IS e,
no [
god JOd  ceeeeeieeeeenn...
except except .,
C ﬂ Allah Allah e,

GO
O|®
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Allah us god Him partners one worship need

Allah is
Allahhasno ....................
Allah is in no need of
We are In

There is no but Allah.
Thereisnonelikke .................... .

N K| | i 3. .ISLAM

Qur’an
Allah 4 has declared:

“Say: He is Allah, the
One and Only. Allah,
the Eternal and
Absolute. He has no
children nor was he
born. And there is
none like Him.”

Hadith

Our beloved Prophet
Muhammad # said:

“Whoever sincerely
declares that there is
no god except Allah
will surely enter para-
dise.”

Comments ﬂ
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has no
parents

independant

C
4
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How do we know that Allah is One ? E AN IMPORTANT
POINT TO

DISCUSS

- Allah has revealed in the holy
Qur’an that He is one. This is the
surest way of knowing.

- All Prophets have taught that
Allah is one.

- Allah is All-Powerful. He needs
no helpers nor any partners. Only
the weak need partners.

- Allah has created all of creation
in perfect order and harmony.
Had there been more than one
God, there would be chaos in the
universe.

- A class has one teacher. A car
has one driver. A country has one
leader. If there were two, there
would be chaos.

- There Is no such chaos in cre-
ation and so we know that there
IS only one Allah.

“If there were, in the heavens and the earth, other gods

besides Allah, there would have been confusion in both.”
[Al-Anbiya’, 22]
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Declare the Oneness of Allah,
“La-ilaha illallah”

Allah is one and can’t be three,

The truth is simple as can be.

He’s the source of everything,
And doesn’t need a single thing,
He wasn’t born and will not die,

And that is surely not a lie.

Muhammad-ur-Rasulullah,
The final Prophet of Allah,
Peace and blessings on him too,
Who came to show us what to do.

Allah chose him for mankind,
No one greater will we find,
And his Sunnah is our guide,
By his ways we should abide.

Those who believe in Allah now,
Must accept this simple vow,
“La-ilaha illallah

Muhammad-ur-Rasulullah’,

This Shahadah is a sacred creed,
Live by it and you'll succeed,
And be a withess to the truth,

Though you may be but a youth.

N [ | =i (3. ISLAM

Vocabulary

declare
oneness
source
final
peace
blessings
Sunnah
guide
abide
VOW
sacred
creed
succeed
winess
youth




ACTIVITIES E

©
@ | The Holy Prophet Muhammad [s]
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once said to his Companions [r]:
One day Prophet Musa [a] prayed to
Almighty Allah to teach him some
form of dhikr for his remembrance.
Allah commanded him to recite, “La-
ilaha illallah (There is no god but
Allah)!”

Musa [a] said, “O my Lord! but this
dhikr is recited by all of creation.”

Again came the reply, “Recite ‘La-
ilaha illallah!’ ”

Musa [a] asked once more “My
Sustainer, | want something special,
meant for me alone.”

Almighty Allah said, “ O Musa! If the
seven heavens and the seven
earths were placed in one pan of a
scale, and the words ‘La-ilaha illal-
lah’ (There is no god but Allah) in
the other, these words would out-
weigh the heavens and earths
together.”

N T | i (3. ISLAM
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Vocabulary

companion

ance

Comments ﬂ
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AN IMPORTANT

POINT TO
REMEMBER

ACTIVITIES

- We are commanded to remem-
ber Allah, the One.

- Remembering Allah by declar-
iIng his Oneness is a great form of
worship.

- All of creation remember Allah,
praising him at all times.

- We too must remember Allah at
all times.

- The best way to remember
Allah is to recite the words ‘La-
Ilaha illallah’, (There is no god but Allah).

- Allah has created many differ-
ent worlds.

- Allah is greater than all the
worlds.

- The holy name of Allah too is
greater than all the worlds.

Just as Allah is greater than all His creation, so too q

is His holy name and His holy words.
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BY THE END OF THIS LESSON THE CHILD HAS :
(tick in box if completed)

- listened to an extract

- rewrote a key sentence

- coloured-in Arabic words and sentences
- completed a series of sentences

- learnt a new Ayah and a new Hadith

- identified the words that describe Allah

- solved a maze puzzle

- listened to a story

- found suitable one word meanings

- identified specific teachings

- emphasised an important point

- completed and coloured-in a picture puzzle

1NN ENEND

Comments ﬂ
How does my teacher YN

rate my performance in this lesson ? " @
I ® ® ® © B
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lesson 2

- learn about Allah as the ‘Creator’

- recognize that Allah has created creation as a sign of
His perfection and power
- understand that Allah expresses His attributes through
His creation
- discover that by observing creation we can come to
understand Allah’s attributes
- realise that creation would not exist had there been no
Creator

- appreciate that in all of creation there are signs of
Allah’s existence and greatness.

LESSON OVERVIEW m
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ﬂ Allah
Allah is the creator of all things. EpSE

Allah is the creator of the angels B4
and the unseen worlds. THE

CREATOR

Allah is the creator of the stars and

the sun, the earth and the moon. Vocabulary
Allah is the creator of the oceans | creator
and mountains. .
Allah is the creator of the plants and

animals.

Allah is the creator of you and |I.

Allah is the creator of all things.

m ACTIVITIES

Allah is the creator of all things.
The angels have created the
unseen worlds.

The stars, sun, earth and moon
have always existed.

Allah is the creator of the COmmentsﬂ
oceans and mountains. IS
We have been created by our
parents. O|®
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Qur’an
Allah 4 has declared:

“Such is Allah your
cherisher. There is no
god but He, the cre-
ator of all things, so
worship Him. And He
is the Guardian over
everything.”

Hadith

Our beloved Prophet
Muhammad # said:

“All of creation are
like the family of
Allah, and the most
beloved (one) to
Allah is that person
who does good to His
creation. ”

Comments ﬂ

- 4
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Allah creator angel worlds star sun earth
moon ocean mountain plant animal you thing
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| can see ......ovvvvinninl. creatures of

Allah in the picture. They are :

............................................. Comments ﬂ




Comments ﬂ
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Why did Allah create creation ? E AN IMPORTANT
POINT TO

DISCUSS

- Allah has revealed in His holy
book, the Qur'an, that He has
created creation as a sign of His
perfection and power.

- Allah has many wonderful attrib-
utes or qualities and he express-
es these qualities in creation.

- For example : Allah is perfect,
Allah is beautiful, Allah is caring
and so we find that creation too is
perfect, beautiful and cared for.

- Just as an artist displays his tal-
ent by painting beautiful pictures,
Allah too is an artist and creation
His beautiful artwork.

m ACTIVITIES

We all have enough to eat, and so
we know that Allahovider.

Comments ﬂ
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII “ ’
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII 'l“
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Which creature of Allah is hiding in
thetallgrass ? ..o,
How many of them are there ? .......

P ﬂ Now colour them as Allah has
-- @ coloured them in nature. Don’t for-
@ ® get the grass !
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There was once a nomad who lived
all by himself in a faraway desert.
He spent his days caring for his
camels and walking over the golden
sand dunes from one oasis to the
next.

At night he would settle himself
under a palm tree and gaze into the
skies, admiring its beauty and vast-
ness. Looking at the twinkling stars
and silvery moon he would say to
himself, “Oh! How very beautiful!l”.

At dawn, before the sun rose, he
would pray to Allah, praising Him
and thanking Him for all the bless-
ings and the beauty of creation he
enjoyed. Until, one day, a caravan
of disbelievers passed by that way.
Seeing the desert nomad praying to
Allah, one of the disbelievers
approached him asking, “How do

Y| | . <t (3. ISLAM
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Comments ﬂ
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you know that your Allah exists?”

The desert nomad answered,
“Footprints on the sand tell of a trav-
eller. A piece of fabric points to a
weaver. A painting to a painter. The
heavens with its stars, the earth with
its mountains and valleys, and the
sea with its waves - don’t they point
fo the Creator, Allah, all-Powerful,
Knowing, Wise and Caring?”

- Allah reveals Himself through
His creation.

- Creation would not exist if there
were no Creator.

- All people can discover Allah by
looking at His wondrous signs in
creation.

- Even the nomad in the desert,
the Eskimo in the far-away polar
regions or the Negro deep in the
jungle can read the open book of
Allah, creation.

my faith C3 .. 1SLAM [




E ACTIVITIES

Comments ﬂ

What is this type of animal called I

©

and where do they live ? —
Y ®

®
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In all of creation there are signs of Allah’s existence ANF',"C’;IPNC;RTTQNT

and His greatness. REMEMBER




Comments ﬂ
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Allah created the world, and everything in it.
The world we live in, and thousands more.

Allah first Designed, then He Shaped.
And then He breathed life, into the wondrous
creatures created.

These are all His lovely signs.
These are all His great signs.
They help us to understand and to live, They
bring us great joy,
And to Allah are submissive.

We too are the special signs

% of Allah.
O/ Allah carved us from pure earth,

in the noblest Form.
Then He breathed into us His Spirit,
His Breath, the soul in our body
when we are born.

Allah is so Great.
(
‘0‘ Greater than all the things A
He has fashioned.
He is greater than the J )
earth and the skies, )

Y [/ Greater than all
\ our minds
have imagined.
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The Holy Prophet Muhammad [s]
has said, “All of creation are like the |38 ;
family of Allah Allah loves most g’
those who do good to His Family.”
Of all Allaheation, which creature
deserves the best treatment?

H MA_ B _IN G

BY THE END OF THIS LESSON THE CHILD HAS :
(tick in box if completed)

- listened to an extract

- completed a true & false exercise

- coloured-in Arabic words

- investigated & coloured-in an Arabic word
- learnt a new Ayah and a new Hadith

- searched for words in a word maze

- identified, named & coloured-in animals

- collected, cut and pasted pictures

- discussed the purpose of creation

- completed a picture puzzle

- read a short story

- identified specific teachings

- completed & coloured-in another puzzle

- completed a word in answer to a question

IR

Comments ﬂ

How does my teacher YT\

rate my performance ? " @

E Excellent © Well Done @ Satisfactory @&  Poor @ @
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lesson 3

- learn about the ‘Five Pillars’ of Islam

- understand that they serve as the basis of the faith

- realise that these five practices distinguish Muslims
from those who follow false religions

- appreciate that Salah, Zakah, Sawm and Hajj is the
training program which Allah has prescribed for us to
accomplish the goal of wholehearted submission to Him
- understand that asking questions, arousing curiosity,
paying attention & listening attentively are necessary
prerequisites to learning

LESSON OVERVIEW m
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ﬂ LESSON 3
Islam
Islam is based on five things.

They are known as the Five Pillars
of Islam.

The Five Pillars are :

1) Iman - Believing that Allah |  based

is One and that Nabi Muhammad [S] | messenger

IS his messenger. %ehr;?irtr;
fasting

2) Salah - Performing the five | "7

daily prayers.

3) Zakah - Giving charity to

the poor.

4) Sawm - Fasting in the

month of Ramadan.

5) Hajj - Performing the pil-

grimage to Makkah. c°mmentsﬂ

Like pillars in a building, these pil- -- ©
lars keep Islam standing up strong. OB
! | - foitn ($...ISLAM




ACTIVITIES

Qur’an
Allah % has declared:

“So believe in Allah
and His Messenger..”

“The Salah is
enjoined upon the
believers at pre-
scribed times.”

“They were enjoined
only to worship Allah,
sincere in their faith
in Him alone - and of
upright religion - and
to establish the Salah
and Zakah. Such is
the upright religion.”

“Fasting is prescribed
for you, as it was
prescirbed for those
before you, that you
may learn piety.”

“Pilgrimage to the
(Sacred) House is a
duty owed to Allah by
all who can under-
take it.”

Hadith

Our beloved Prophet
Muhammad # said:

“Islam is based on
five things : bearing
witness that there is
no god but Allah and
that Muhammad is
the messenger of
Allah, establishing
Salah, giving Zakah,
performing  pilgrim-
age to the (Sacred)
House and fasting in
Ramadan.”

Comments ﬂ
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There are (five)(ten) pillars in Islam.
Iman is believing in (Allah alone)
(Allah and His Messenger.)
(Salah)(Zakah) is the five daily
prayers of a Muslim.

Zakah means giving charity to the
(poor) (rich).

Fasting in the month of (Ramadan)
(Muharram) is called Sawm.

Hajj is the pilgrimage to(Makkah)
(Madinah).
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five there pillars are iman islam
salah in zakah sawm hajj

Just as a building requires pillars
to keep it standing upright, so too
does the religion of Islam. The
Muslim who observes the five pil-
lars of Islam keeps his religion
strong. If he neglects any single
pillar, his religion will gradually
weaken until, in the end, it will
come crashing down.
C
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Column A Column B
Allah to Makkah
Salah \ charity
Zakah \ five prayers
Sawm A\ iIs One

Hajj iIn Ramadan
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One day the Sahabah [r] were sit-
ting with the Prophet of Allah [s]
when, all of a sudden, there
appeared a stranger, walking
towards them from the desert with
pure white clothes and pitch black
hair. It did not appear that the man
had traveled as his clothes were
spotless and neither did any of the
Sahabah recognise him. The man
walked up to the Holy Prophet
Muhammad [s], passing calmly
through the people who were pres-
ent.

He kneeled down and sat in front of
the Prophet of Allah [s] in such a
manner that his knees were touch
ing the knees of the Prophet [s]. He
then leaned over and said, “O
Muhammad, what is Islam?”

The Prophet replied, “Islam is that

Y| | it (3. ISLAM

BPc

Vocabulary

Comments ﬂ
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BlP C you believe that there is no god but

Vocabulary

continue

Comments ﬂ rema rked ,
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Allah and that Muhammad is His
messenger, and that you perform
reqular Salah, and give Zakah, and
observe fasting during the month of
Ramadan, and perform the Ha] if
you can afford the journey.”

Hearing the Prophet’s [s] reply, the
stranger remarked, “You have spo-
ken the truth!” The Sahabah [r] were
quite surprised at this remark. The
stranger first asked the question
and then agreed that the answer
was correct. How very strange
indeed. Who was he and why was
he asking what he already seemed
to know?

The stranger then continued to ask
questions and every time the
Prophet [s] answered, the stranger
“You have spoken the
truth!” The Sahabah [r] listened
attentively to every word of the
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strange conversation. “Who was
this man?” they asked themselves.

Eventually the stranger got up and
left as suddenly as he had
appeared. The Sahabah [r] were
baffled. They were curious to know
who the stranger was and why he
asked those questions. They had
listened attentively to everything
that was said hoping to find a clue.
The Sahabah [r] respectfully did not
ask the Prophet [s] for they knew
that he would not withold what was
important for them to know. The
Holy Prophet remained silent.

Some time later the Prophet [s]
asked, “Do you know who the ques-
tioner was?” A Sahabi [r] replied,
“Allah and His Prophet know best!”
The Holy Prophet [s] thereupon
said, “That was Angel Jibra’il - he
came into your assembly to teach
you your religion.”

Y (7| | . fcit (3. ISLAM



- The most important practices in
Islam are five, namely : Iman,
Salah, Zakah, Sawm and Hajj.

- These five practices distinguish
a Muslim from those who follow
other false religions.

- Assemblies of learning are open
to all people, even strangers.

- Asking questions is the best
way of learning.

- In order to get people to pay
careful attention it is necessary to
first arouse their curiosity.

- Listening attentively is neces
sary in order to learn.

- Asking questions, paying atten-
tion and listening attentively all
help us to remember important
lessons.

- Angels too are employed for the
guidance of mankind.

- Angels sometimes take the form
of human-beings.
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m ACTIVITIES

Does a Muslim have to give all his

wealth away to the poor? (yes)(no)
How much of his wealth is he
expected to give?........ccccceeiiiiil commens |0
Is that the most that he can give to GO
the poor or can he give more? @ ®
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Comments ﬂ
AN IMPORTANT Islam is the religion of submission and obedience to

POINT TO Allah. A Muslim makes wholehearted obedience to
Allah the highest goal of his life. Salah, Zakah, Sawm

and Hajj is the training program which Allah has pre-
scribed for us to accomplish this goal

REMEMBER
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In order to be true servants of Allah
we must performthe

_______ correctly and regular-
ly. In this way only will we gain
Allah’s good pleasure and favour
and achieve nearness to Allah, our
Creator. And in the very end these
pillars will lead us to Jannah.

Y| | -ith ... ISLAM
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HAJJ SALAH
IMAN teaches teaches

teaches N\ Ve
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d ~ CONCERN
SUBMISSION and
and GENEROSITY
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for Allah and
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DEATH N\ /
ONENESS
Commentsﬂ / \ [ \ OfA”ah and

& SAWM | [ ZAKAH | [bROPHET-
: teaches | | teaches HOOD

©
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BY THE END OF THIS LESSON THE CHILD HAS :
(tick in box if completed)

- listened to an extract

- completed a series of writing exercises

- coloured-in Arabic words

- learnt a new Ayah and a new Hadith

- coloured-in a series of pictures

- completed a pairing quiz

- read a short story

- found suitable one word meanings

- identified specific teachings

- answered questions related to ‘Zakah’

- completed and coloured-in a maze puzzle
- related a true story

- emphasised an important point to remember [__]
- completed and coloured-in a picture puzzle [ ]
- matched the correct pairs

NN

i

Comments ﬂ

How does my teacher YN

rate my performance in this lesson ? " @
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‘AKHLAQ character

Sl

C ONTENTSS

LESSON 1 Respect for Allah 50
LESSON2  Respect for Mankind 61
LESSON 3  Respect for Living

Creatures 73
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The concept of morality and good character
in Islam centers around certain basic beliefs
and principles. Among these are the following: 1) Allah
is the Creator and Source of all goodness, truth, and
beauty. 2) Man is a responsible, dignified, and honor-
able agent of his Creator. 3) Allah has put everything in
the heavens and the earth in the service of mankind. 4)
By His Mercy and Wisdom, Allah does not expect the
impossible from man or hold him accountable for any-
thing beyond his power. Nor does Allah forbid man to
enjoy the good things of life. 5) Moderation, practicality,
and balance are the guarantees of high integrity and
sound morality and good character. 6) All things are
permissible in principle except what is singled out as
obligatory, which must be observed, and what is sin-
gled out as forbidden, which must be avoided. 7) Man’s
ultimate responsibility is to Allah and his highest goal is
the pleasure of his Creator.

The dimensions of morality and good character in Islam
are numerous, far-reaching, and comprehensive. The
Islamic morals deal with the relationship between man
and Allah, man and his fellow men, man and the other
elements and creatures of the universe, man and his
innermost self. The Muslim has to guard his external
behavior and his manifest deeds, his words and his
thoughts, his feelings and intentions. In a general
sense, his role is to champion what is right and fight
what is wrong, seek what is true and abandon what is
false, cherish what is beautiful and wholesome and
avoid what is indecent. Truth and virtue are his goal.
Humbleness and simplicity, courtesy and compassion,
are his second nature. To him, arrogance and vanity,
harshness and indifference, are distasteful, offensive,
and displeasing to Allah.

More specifically, the Muslim’s relationship with Allah is
one of love and obedience, complete trust and thought-
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fulness, peace and appreciation, steadfastness and
active service. This high-level morality and good char-
acter will, undoubtedly, nourish and reinforce morality
and good character at the human level. For in his rela-
tionship with his fellow men, the Muslim must show
kindness to kin and concern for the neighbor, respect
for the elderly and compassion for the young, care for
the sick and support for the needy, sympathy for the
grieved and cheer for the depressed, joy with the
blessed and patience with the misguided, tolerance
toward the ignorant and forgiveness of the helpless,
disapproval of the wrong and rise above the trivial.
Moreover, he must respect the legitimate rights of oth-
ers as much as he does his own. His mind must be
occupied with constructive ideas and serious pursuits;
his heart must beat with compassionate feelings and
good will; his soul must radiate with peace and sereni-
ty; his counsel must be sincere and courteous.

The Muslim’s moral obligation is to be a vivid example
of honesty and perfection, fulfill his commitments and
perform his tasks well, seek knowledge and virtue by all
possible means, correct his mistakes and repent his
sins, develop a good sense of social consciousness
and nourish a feeling of human response, provide for
his dependents generously without extravagance and
meet their legitimate needs. Nature and the world are
the field of exploration and the object of enjoyment for
the Muslim. He must utilize their elements and ponder
their marvels, read them as signs of Allah’s greatness
and preserve their beauty, explore their wonders and
discover their secrets. But whether he uses them for
utility or for sheer enjoyment, he must avoid waste and
excess. As a responsible agent of Allah and a consci-
entious trustee, he must always be mindful of others
who share the world with him and who will succeed him
in the future.
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lesson 1

- learn about the implications of showing due respect to
Allah

- appreciate that respect for Allah means showing
respect to all His sacred symbols, especially the Holy
Qur’an

- understand that by reciting the Qur’an our
hearts become filled with faith and love for Allah
- recognize that Allah gives respect and success to
those who show due respect to Him

- realise that the pious Muslim is the most sacred sym-
bol of Allah on earth

- discover a Muslim always sacrifices his own comforts
for the sake of Allah

LESSON OVERVIEW m
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LESSON 1

Respect

Vocabulary

Creator
Sustainer
display
commit
utter
treat
attentive
place
tidy
misbehave

We must respect Allah, our Creator
and Sustainer.

We display our respect by obeying
Allah’s commands.

We do not commit bad deeds as a
sign of respect to Allah, for Allah is
the All-Seeing.

We do not utter bad words as a sign
of respect to Allah, for Allah is the
All-Hearing.

We use Allah’s holy name with
respect.

We treat Allah’s holy book, the
Qur’an, with respect, listening
attentively to it and never placing it
on the floor.

We treat Allah’s houses, the
Masajid, with respect, keeping them
clean and tidy and never misbehav-
Ing in them.

We show our love for Allah by being
respectful.
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m ACTIVITIES
We We Quran
Allah 4 has declared:
show SNOW  coveeieiieieennen.
“..And  whosoever
ts th d
love lOVE e o U S
surely comes from
fo r f@ i piety of the heart.”

Allah AllRR s,
by by ................... Our beloved Prophet

Muhammad # said:

b e i n g b @ i m g ................... “Inc;eed dAIIah has a;r
respectful respectiul .................. P

respect is offended
when a person com-
mits that which Allah

We show love for Allah by being  Zuedemeemss

respectful.
obeying Allah sins love Qur’an
We must respect .................... , ou

Creator and Sustainer.
We display our respect

.................... Allah’s commands.

We do not commit ....................

of respect to Allah. Lo ﬂ
We treat the ................. respecfully. ,

We show our .......c.ceeee...... for Allah O
by being respectful. O®
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Vocabulary

govern

Sultan Mahmud Ghaznavi was a
powerful Muslim king who ruled
over the land of Afghanistan. He
governed his vast lands from
Ghazni, a city of beauty, riches and
luxury. It was during his glorious
reign that Northern India came
under Muslim rule.

One starry, summers night, just as
he was getting into bed, his eyes fell
upon the Holy Qur’an in front of him.
He loved to recite the Holy Quran
as it filled his heart with faith and
love for Allah. He had been reciting
it earlier that evening as was his
habit, but as he looked at the Holy
Qur’an, he was overtaken by fear.

“What am | to do?” he said to him-
self, “For to sleep with my feet
towards the Holy Qur’an would be
most disrespectful indeed, and
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showing disrespect to the Quran | K3
would be showing profound disre-
spect to Allah Himself.”

Vocabulary

wretch

He was very worried, but then the
thought came to him, “Let me turn
my bed around.”

He jumped out of bed but no sooner
had he turned his bed around when
the thought flashed through his
mind, “Oh no! Now | have turned my
back to the Qur’an and Allah had
cursed the disbelievers who did the
very same thing. This will not do.”

So he turned his bed yet again until
at last he felt comfortable. Now his
head was towards the Qur’an. “I'm
sure that now | will have the sweet-
est dreams,” he yawned.

But just as he snuggled into his pil- C\°""f‘e“‘sﬂ
low his eyes flashed wide open. " ©
Had he seen something scary? No, | © | ®

7 | it (3. ISLAM




it was not what he saw that made
him jump up but rather another
thought. “Allah’s message is here in
my room and | am ignoring Iit.
Should | enjoy sleep and ignore
Allah while He speaks to me
through the Qur’an?”

He seemed more anxious now than
before, but just then he breathed a
sigh of relief and smiled. “Why not
keep the Holy Qur’an in the next
room and enjoy a peaceful sleep?”
That seemed to be a good idea.

As he walked over to pick up the
Holy Qur’an he began to tremble
with fear. “What an insult! What dis-
respect! Am | to cast out the Book of
Allah just for a little comfort. Oh how
wretched | am?”

The king would neither remove the
holy book nor would he sleep, but
instead passed the whole night
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reciting the Holy Qur’an. Such was
his love and respect for the sacred
words of Allah.

- Respect for Allah means show-
Ing respect to all His holy sym-
bols, especially the Holy Qur’an.
- We must recite the Holy Qur’an
every day.

- By reciting the Qur’an our
hearts become filled with faith
and love for Allah.

- Allah speaks to us through the
Holy Qur’an.

- By not reading the Qur’an regu-
larly we are ignoring Allah when
He speaks to us.

- A Muslim always sacrifices his
own comforts for the sake of
Allah.

- Those who are close to Allah
often spend the whole night wor-
shipping Him and reciting His
holy book, the Qur’an.
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- We must never treat the Holy
Qur’an in a disrespectful manner.
- Allah gives respect and success
to those who show respect to
Him.

respect obey Allah  love Creator good
name holy Masjid deed sign word utter
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respect love Qur’an obey masjid

rQnau
bhaKa ..
jisdaM
Comments ﬂ Pthepor .
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AN IMPORTANT The pious Muslim is the most sacred symbol of Allah on

POINT TO earth. The Holy Prophet Muhammad [s] taught that a
Muslim is even more precious to Allah than the Sacred
Ka’bah. He who shows respect to a believer displays
true respect to Allah, for not to do so would constitute
hypocrisy.

REMEMBER
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BY THE END OF THIS LESSON THE CHILD HAS :
(tick in box if completed)

- listened to an extract

- rewrote words & a key sentence

- completed sentences using a word list
- learnt a new Ayah and a new Hadith
- read a short story

- found suitable one word meanings

- identified specific teachings

- searched for words in a word maze

- coloured-in a picture for enjoyment

- constructed simple sentences

- unscrambled letters to discover words
- identified words that describe respect

LN ENRNEED

Comments ﬂ

How does my teacher YN

rate my performance in this lesson ? " @
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lesson 2

- learn about the Islamic teachings regarding respect
toward others

- recognize that true respect, love and brotherhood
between the people of the world can be achieved only
if all human beings realise that they are servants of one
Allah and children of common ancestral parents

- understand that respect towards all human beings is
an obligatory duty, whether they be kings or servants

- recognize that all human beings have the same feel-
ings and needs and as such must all be treated with the
same respect, love and care.

- discern that we must treat others as we would like to

be treated
LESSON OVERVIEW m
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T
Allah is the creator of mankind.
Human beings are the best of all
creation.
We must show respect to all
human beings.

Allah has created both men and
women, the strong and the weak,
the rich and the poor.

He has created human beings in
many different colours and shapes.

All human beings are the children of
Adam [a] and Hawwa [a], the first
man and woman.

We are all brothers and sisters,
despite what we may look like, or
where we may live, or what lan-
guage we may speak.

All human beings are the servants

of Allah.

All human beings are equal before
Allah.

All of us will return to Allah.

N 7] | - (it (3. ISLAM

LE